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REMARKS 

Claims 1, 3, 7-9, 11,12 and 29-37 are currently pending. Claims 2, 4, 10, 13-28 were 
previously cancelled. Claim 9 is currently amended and support can be found, for example, in 
the specification at paragraph [28]. Claim 10 is currently amended to correct antecedent basis. 
New claims 34-37 are added and support can be found, for example, in the specification at 
paragraphs [0027] and [0028]. The specification is amended to correct a typographical error. 
No new matter is added. 

Examiner Interview 

Applicants thank the Examiner Schcll and Supervisory Examiner Sirmons for the 
personal interview on June 12, 2008. The Examiners agreed that the amendment to claim 9 
submitted herein would overcome the prior art of record. 

Allowed Subject Matter 

Applicants would like to thank the Examiner for indicating the allowance of claims 1,3, 
7, 8, and 30-32. 

Claim Rejections - 103 

Claims 9, 1 1, 12, 29 and 33 were rejected as allegedly obvious over US Patent No. 
5,085,649 to Flynn ("Flynn") in view of US Patent No. 6,622,367 to Bolduc et al. ("Bolduc"). 
Flynn fails to disclose all the limitations of independent claim 9, and all claims dependent 
therefrom. Flynn fails to disclose at least a catheter with a first wall having a bendable memory 
portion as claimed. The Examiner states that "flaring. . .can be considered a bendable curve 
memory portion, as the applicant has not defined in the claims what a bendable curve memory 
portion is" (Office Action, page 3). Claim 9 has been amended to clarify the bendable memory 
portion, as described in paragraph [28] of the specification. Flynn describes flaring of the tip of 
the catheter or creating a curved tip/loop in the catheter during manufacturing, however Flynn 
does not describe a catheter having a first and second configuration during use. Thus, Flynn 
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does not disclose any bendable memory portion that has a first straight configuration during 
insertion, and a second curved configuration upon activation as claimed. 

Furthermore, since Flynn does not disclose a bendable memory portion, Flynn cannot 
disclose the material of this portion, as recited in new claim 34. Thus, Flynn fails to disclose the 
bendable memory portion is polyetherester block polymer, polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE), or 
nitinol. 

Furthermore, Flynn does not disclose all the limitations of claim 9, and Bolduc cannot 
cure these deficiencies. Bolduc discloses a intravascular device that has a proximal portion that 
is stiffer than a distal portion. Although Bolduc does disclose that reinforcing layer 808 may be 
made of any suitable material, such as shape memory alloy (col, 24, lines 38-40), Bolduc does 
not disclose a bendable memory portion that has a first straight configuration during insertion, 
and a second curved configuration upon activation. Thus, it is believed that amended claim 9, 
and all claims dependent therefrom, is allowable. Thus, Applicants respectfully request that 
these rejections be withdrawn. 
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Conclusion 

In view of the above amendments and remarks, it is believed that the above-identified 
application is in condition for allowance, and notice to that effect is respectfully requested. 
Should the Examiner have any questions, the Examiner is encouraged to contact the undersigned 
at the telephone number indicated below. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge any fees or credit any overpayments which 
may be incurred in connection with this paper to Deposit Account No. 1 1-0600. 

Respectfully submitted, 
KENYON & KENYON LLP 



Date: June 16, 2008 /Jocelyn D. Ram/ 

Jocelyn D. Ram 
Reg. No. 54,898 

KENYON & KENYON LLP 
1500 K Street, N.W. - Suite 700 
Washington, D.C. 20005-1257 
Tel: (202) 220-4200 
Fax: (202)220-4201 
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